
 

To provide better information to the AIC membership on health and safety 

concerns, the AIC Health & Safety Committee conducted a survey to research how 

conservators obtain health and safety information, and how that knowledge 

informs their treatment decisions. Respondents were instructed to answer as they 

actually practice (not as they thought they should). The preliminary results from 

241 respondents are included. Additional analysis will be presented in future 

publications. 

 

 

 

 

SURVEY RESULTS: Acquiring and Interpreting Safety Information (2017)  
Health & Safety Committee 





 

 

 

(1) Always 
(2) Sometimes, if it seems like something that might be hazardous 
(3) Rarely, only if it’s something that isn’t already used by other 

conservators  
(4) Never 

 



 

(1) Very important: I always review health and safety information 

and select only the least hazardous treatment option with proper 

safety protocols to create little or no exposure risk.. 

(2) Somewhat important: I review health and safety information, but 

would still use a hazardous material if it was the best option for 

my treatment. 

(3) Not really: If something is a very well-known hazard I will consider 

selecting another treatment option and try to reduce exposure. 

(4) Not at all: I never or very rarely consider the health and safety of 

the materials I use when deciding on the treatment 











 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Health & Safety Committee  

The Health & Safety Committee provides educational and 
technical information to the AIC membership to increase 
knowledge of safety hazards and general health issues 
related to the conservation profession. It offer information 
through lectures, workshops, displays, AIC’s publications, 
AIC’s website and other electronic and print media. It also 
addresses health and safety issues of concern to the AIC 
membership by maintaining current information through 
research, by collaboration with health and safety 
professionals and with other health and safety organizations 
and, periodically, by statistically valid surveys, the results of 
which will facilitate establishing priorities.  

Contact the Health & Safety Committee via email: 
HealthandSafety@conservation-us.org. 

About AIC  

The American Institute for Conservation of Historic & Artistic 
Works (AIC) is the national membership organization 
supporting conservation professionals in preserving cultural 
heritage by establishing and upholding professional 
standards, promoting research and publications, providing 
educational opportunities and fostering the exchange of 
knowledge among conservators, allied professionals and the 
public. 
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